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Dear Friends of Building Blocks for Kids (BBK), 

 

Wow, 2006 watched Building Blocks grow by leaps and bounds!  With your support, we 

doubled the number of children we assisted last year by giving family support, financial 

resources and hope to more than 45 individual children.  In addition, we continued to 

provide support for children and families that we have helped in past years. 

 

For those of you who have been around and watched us grow, you will notice a slight 
change to the name of the organization.  We are no longer doing business as Building 

Blocks Foundation and have changed the name to Building Blocks for Kids.  This change 

was made to reflect the depth of what we do and how we help families in need.  The 
word “Foundation” gave the impression that BBK only provided financial support to our 

families when, in fact, we also assist by helping them locate other resources, by providing 

emotional support, and even by helping some of our families during the holidays with our 

Adopt-A-Family outreach in December.  

 
We have touched the lives of more than 75 children to date.  In 2007, in an effort to meet 

the needs of those we serve, several new programs will be launched.  The needs being 

met through most of these programs are ones with which BBK has always assisted.  

However, by breaking them down into separate programs or categories, our families and 

those trying to help them will have a better understanding of the full range of help BBK 
can provide.  On the next page you will find a more descriptive list of the programs and 

their corresponding needs. 

 

Continued volunteer hours, donations, and financial support will help Building Blocks for 

Kids increase our capacity to serve those in need throughout our community and 

beyond.  We are excited about our growth and we look forward to an even more 

enriching year in 2007. 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission 
 

To serve families with children who have 

health related needs by offering a path to 

hope and resources. 
 

 

 

Our Core Values 
  

� To strive for honesty, integrity, and personal 
commitment to our families. 

� To develop dynamic personal relationships 

to serve each individual child's needs. 

� To encompass passionate persistence in 

everything we do. 





BBK Programs 
 

Building Blocks for Kids (BBK) serves families who have a child with health-related needs by 

providing a path to hope and resources.  We are striving to improve the well-being and quality of 
life for children whose parents cannot financially meet a particular medical need due to lack of 
insurance, insurance coverage, and/or family resources.  

 
Improving the quality of life through the following programs: 

 

Therapy for Kids ~ Allows for children to receive needed therapy. 

� Occupational Therapy (OT) 
� Physical Therapy (PT) 
� Speech Therapy 

� Aqua Therapy 
� Specialized Intensive Therapy 

 
Building for Kids ~ Modifications to a child’s home environment. 

� Wheelchair ramps 

� Expanded doorways 
� Bathroom modifications 
� Bedroom modifications 

 
Hearing & Communication for Kids ~ Devices that help a child interact with the world. 

� Hearing aids 
� FM hearing systems 
� Communication devices 

� TTY machines 
 

Medical Equipment for Kids ~ Equipment/supplies needed to sustain or improve the quality of life 
for a child. 

� Wheelchairs 

� Walkers 
� Prosthetics 

� Special beds 
� Medical machines (Pulse oximeter, nebulizer, Tenz unit, etc.) 
� Medical supplies (medication, special formula, etc.) 

 
Mobility for Kids ~ Transportation needs. 

� Van lifts 
� Wheelchair tie downs 
� Vehicles 

 
Caring for Kids ~ Needs that improve the quality of life for children. 

� Security systems or devices 

� Nursing care 
� Adaptive stroller 

� Adaptive clothing 
� Displacement expenses 

 

* This list provides examples and is not inclusive. 
 





Our History 
 

In 2002, a local family was in search of funding for a procedure which they hoped would improve 

the quality of life for their daughter.  A friend of the family learned of their hope and became 

determined to help them reach their financial goal in order to give their precious little girl a 

chance at a better life.  Dynette Clark, friend of the family and future co-founder of Building 

Blocks Foundation began working on a fundraising event which would come to raise about half 

of the needed funds.  After the event, many guests to the fundraiser expressed interest in helping 

with another one and/or shared that they had so much fun, they would bring more friends if 

another event were planned.   And so the story begins…. 

 

In the process of planning a second event to raise the remaining funds, Clark shared with those 

helping with the event that she dreamed of eventually starting a non-profit to help children in 

some way.  The group of four women ~ Dynette Clark, Suzy Hummel, Liesl Roeder, and Bridget 

Hallam ~ came to the conclusion that with the success of the first event and the planning of the 

second underway, the timing was right to bring the dream to reality and all four wanted to go 

along for the ride. 

 

Building Blocks Foundation became a 501(c)(3) organization in January 2003 during the planning 

of the second event.  That event, with matching funds from the We Deliver Dreams Foundation, 

not only raised enough money to send the child who inspired it all for her treatment, but also 

gave the organization funds to begin filling a need in the Greater Cincinnati area and beyond. 

 

 

2003 ~  BBF helped its inspiration child receive special therapy in the hopes of improving her 

quality of life. 

 

2004 ~  Seven children were assisted with needs such as a wheelchair ramp, a prosthetic ear, 

intensive therapy for a traumatic brain injury, a safety device, a communication device, 

speech therapy, a stair lift, and displacement costs for a child who needs a lung and 

heart transplant and needed to go to a more specialized Children’s Hospital. 

 

2005 ~  Twenty one individual children were assisted by BBF in a variety of ways including 2 

wheelchair ramps, a TTY machine for a child who is deaf, a security system for a child 

who would quietly escape the house, and 2 FM Hearing Systems.  In addition, we were 

able to locate other resources for families we helped including airline tickets for one child 

to see a specialist in Texas and another to receive treatment in Texas, an orthodontist 

who donated orthodontia for a child who needed dental assistance, a car for a family 

with no transportation, and computers with educational software to help two of our 

children. 

 

2006 ~ Referrals to other organizations, obtaining donations for materials and/or services,  as well 

as giving financial support for needs such as special beds, therapy sessions, ceiling lifts, 

wheelchair ramps, nursing support, and displacement costs, allowed us to improve the 

quality of life for more than 50 children. 



Our Leadership 
 

 

Board of Trustees 

 

Jerry Lewis 
Retired P&G 

 

David Mancino 
Taft, Stettinius, & Hollister LLP 

 

Lisa Anderson 
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center 

 

Deidre Bien 
Mother Teresa Catholic Elementary 

 

Roger Foy 
U.S. Bank 

 

Justin Conger 
G/C Contracting 

 

Elyn Buscani 
Leap Beyond Therapy 
 

Melissa Donovan 
Meyer Capital Management, Inc. 
 
 

Staff 

 

Dynette Clark * ** 
Executive Director/Programs Director 

 

Bridget Hallam * ** 
Development Director 

 

Rae Leigh Holderbaum 
Administrative 

 

Sherryl Langland 
Marketing 

 

Scott Osswald 
Website Manager 

 

Becky Osborne 
Volunteer Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advisory Board 

 

James Herbers, CPA 
Plattenburg & Associates 

 

Elizabeth Mathison 
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital 
Center for Infants and Children with Special Needs 

 

Chris Pappas 
Hamilton County MRDD 

 

Gregory W. Bee 
Taft, Stettinius & Hollister LLP

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
* Denotes co-founder of the organization.  Current as of 12/31/06 

** Denotes non-voting member of the Board of Trustees. 

 

 





2006 Sponsors 
 
 

Annual Benefit Sponsors 

• Kids R Kids ~ Mason 

• Kids R Kids ~ Union Center 

• Taft, Stettinius, & Hollister LLP 

• Top Gun Sales Performance System 

• Schlosser Financial Planning, LLC 

• Creative Department  

• Great Day Productions 

• UPS Store ~ Mason-Montgomery 
 

World Record Bowling Sponsors 

• Thoma & Sutton 

• Sara Lee Corporation 
 

Rockin’ for Kids Concert Sponsors 

• People’s Community Bank 

• LaRosa’s Inc. 

• Ellis Eye Productions 
 

Independent Event Sponsors/Hosts 

• Kids R Kids in Mason ~ Bake Sale 

• Kids R Kids at Union Center ~ Bake Sale  

• Flip & Fly Gymnastics ~ Neighborhood Gymnastics Camp 
 

BBF Kid Sponsors 

• Mail Boxes Etc. We Deliver Dreams Foundation (MBE/WDDF) 

The following UPS Stores sponsored a child to MBE/WDDF 

� UPS Store ~ Mason-Montgomery ~ Owner, Renee Vieth 

� UPS Store ~ Montgomery ~ Owners, Todd & Kathy Saberton 

• Dr. Logeman ~ Orthodontist  

• Lowe’s Home Improvement 

• IMI Concrete 

• The Leslie Spencer Family 
 

Adopt-A-Family Sponsor 

• Walmart ~ Eastgate 
 

Matching Funds 

• Sara Lee Corporation  

• GE Foundation 
 

Grants 

• Greater Cincinnati Foundation (GCF) ~ Building Blocks for Kids received a $20,000 grant from GCF to fund 
technology upgrades and staff hours to implement the Building for Kids program.   

• Anonymous Donors/Foundations ~ Building Blocks also received a several anonymous donations from 
both individuals and private foundations/trusts. 

• UGS/GCCAC ~ One of our volunteers applied for this grant from her employer and we were chosen to 
receive it for the second year in a row. 



2007 Priorities 
 

 
 

Provide help to 100 Kids 

Start the Building for Kids program 

Start the Therapy for Kids program 

with Leap Beyond Therapy 

Add three new board members 

Conduct four fundraising events 

Add two new annual sponsors 

 


